A new species Baltochitina delicata is formally defined. This rare species has been identified in the Aseri Regional Stage (Darriwilian) in North Estonian sections. The genus Baltochitina was known so far only by a single species B. nolvaki, which occurs in the Lasnamägi Regional Stage (Darriwilian) of Estonia. The restricted range of both species points to their stratigraphical utility and suggests that Baltochitina belongs to endemic Baltica fauna.
SYSTEMATIC DESCRIPTION
Incertae sedis group CHITINOZOA Eisenack, 1931 Order PROSOMATIFERA Eisenack, 1972 Family CONOCHITINIDAE Eisenack, 1931 , emend. Paris, 1981 Subfamily TANUCHITININAE Paris, 1981 Genus Baltochitina Paris & Grahn, 1999 Baltochitina delicata sp. nov. Figure 1 2010 Baltochitina sp. n.; Nõlvak 2010, appendix 6, sheet 2 (log). 2010 Baltochitina sp. n. 1; Tammekänd, Hints & Nõlvak 2010, fig. 5 (log) .
Derivation of name.
Latin 'delicatus', meaning delightful, tender, referring to the overall shape and ornamentation of the vesicle.
Holotype. GIT 644-1, Fig. 1A Description. Small conical chamber, slightly flared towards the aperture; flexure and shoulder are lacking. The maximum width is at the sharp aboral margin, carina is reticulated or laciniated. Depending on the preservation of the specimen, the flaring collarette surrounding the aperture is perforated or denticulated.
Discussion. Baltochitina delicata sp. nov. is easily differentiated from Baltochitina nolvaki Paris & Grahn, 1999 (in Paris et al. 1999 and illustrated in Nõlvak & Grahn 1993, pl. V, figs A,B as Sagenachitina sp.) mainly by its dimensions, being about four times shorter. The stratigraphical range of B. nolvaki is higher.
Specific features, such as perforated collarette, and reticulated carina the spines or hairs of which may be branched, are very fragile structures, partly or totally broken, even if the vesicle itself is three-dimensionally preserved (Fig. 1B) . Sometimes only small spines near the aperture are preserved (Fig. 1C) .
Having a short vertical range in the northern and western Estonian sections, this species, although rare, is stratigraphically useful, as is B. nolvaki in the Lasnamägi Stage (found in Lasnamägi Quarry and Rapla, Äiamaa, Värska and Kandava cores). 
